
 

 

 

 

 

 

Marlies Booster 

Club  

Newsletter  

 

 

 

 

  



 

Volume 1, Issue 4   www.marliesboosterclub.ca   07/08 January 

 
1 

As the calendar turns into a new year, 

we find our Marlies among the league 

leaders. The team is preparing for a long 

road trip. It will be three weeks away 

from Ricoh against the West division. In 

the month of  December, some of us had 

the opportunity to join the team in 

Rochester. It was a great day and when 

the boys came out after the game they 

were happy to see us. December also 

saw the second of six games @ Copps in 

Hamilton. We were well represented 

and I want to thank all who help 

support our team as well as the Broken 

Stick Challenge.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For the second month in a row the 

player interviewed in the news letter 

mentioned the one thing we can do as a 

club to help is support them on the road. 

They love to see us on the road, sitting 

in the stands cheering them on in their 

road games. The next time we are 

planning a trip will be the next game in 

Hamilton on February 13 th and 15th.  We 

donõt see another day that will be able to 

arrange a trip, so the plan and hope now 

is for some playoff games that we can 

follow our boys.  

See you at the 

Ricoh,  

Ward Fuller 

President  
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 Sat . Jan. 5 th  4PM  

 Sa t.  Feb. 9 th  4PM  

 Sun. Feb. 24 th  4PM  

 Sat. Mar. 15 th  4PM  

 Sat. Mar.22 nd  7PM  

 Wed. Feb. 13 th  7:30PM  

 Fri. Feb. 15 th  7:30PM  

 Fri. Mar. 21 st  7:30PM  

 Fri. Apr. 11 th  7:30PM  

"The Broken Stick" Challenge  

             Fresh off the Christmas break we had 27 

booster clubbers make their way to Copps 

Coliseum to wa tch the Marlies beat Hamilton 4 -

3. We improved by 6 member's despite the 

holiday season and 4 members that made the 

last Hamilton trip being in Pardubice for the 

World Junior Championships.  

 This will be a quiet month as we do not 

visit Copps for over a mo nth. The forums for the 

remaining games are available at the booster 

club table.  So please stop by and pick one up  

when you have the chance.  

 The Growl will be trying to cut into our 

lead on the 5
th

. Although the game is SOLD OUT 

we are tying to fill their  request in support of the 

challenge!  

  Also we will be helping to try and car -

pool interested people to the games. Check the 

website or ask at the table for more information.  

 

Current Scorebo ard  

Marlies Booster Club  The Growl  

48 /2 0/1  

 

Games Upcomin g within the series:  

@ Ricoh    @ Copps  

 

 

 

 

Holidays in Rochester  

 Despite only 3 booster clubbers being 

able to travel  the  166.8 miles  to Rochester, the 

trip still went.  Only a car was needed to make 

the 3  hour trip to Blue Cross Arena in Rochester, 

New  York , where they  were treated to a 2 -1 

Marlie win!  

 

 

 Justin Pogge, John Mitchell, Colin 

Murphy & Darryl Boyce were more than happy to  

see a few Torontonian fans make  the trip. The 

booster clubbers were also treated to meeting 

and mingling with the Boyce Family.  

Hustle For A Cure  

 Hustle For a Cure  was created in 

memory of NHL official and Hockey Hall of Fame 

member John D'Amico.  In 2005 John lost his 

battle to a blood cancer.  Throughout the years 

John D'Amico played a huge rol e in many 

different chariti es.  After learning that blood 

cancers affect more children than any other 

type(s) of cancers and they are the number one 

cancers publicly affecting p rofessional hockey 

players (Jason Blake ) we decided to create this 

campaign.  Our focus is to create much n eeded 

awareness  toward  paediatric  blood cancers.   

 On February 2, 2008 we will host our 

inaugural  fundraising  event at the Ricoh 

Coliseum.  This event will be a skate -a-thon. We 

have chosen this type of event  because  John 

had a series of skates with the Ea ster Seals 

throughout the 80's and 90's raising well o ver 

$500,000.00 in his efforts. Please visit 

www.hustleforacure.org  to learn  more . We invite 

all to attend our event on February 2.  The two 

top fundraisers will receive 4 box seats at the 

ACC to watch our Toronto Maple Leafs in action.  

This event is run through "Hustle For A Cure" not the 

Booster Club. We fully support this cause and 

encourage members to participate and attend. 

Hopefully one day we will play a roll in this event!  

http://www.hustleforacure.org/
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Team Roster  

 

Marlies in January  

 Jan 2
nd

 7:30pm @ Ric oh vs. Rochester  

 Jan 4
th

 7:30pm @ Ricoh vs. Wilkes -Barre 

ð Darcy Tucker Bobble Head  

 Jan 5
th

 4pm @ Ricoh vs. Hamilton             

ð 4
th

 of the "Broken Stick" Series  

 Jan 7
th

 "Community Practice " @ Heron 

Park Arena in Scarborough  

 Jan 10
th

 7pm @ Milwaukee  

 Jan 1 1
th

 7:30pm @ Rockford  

 Jan 12
th

 7pm @ Chicago  

 Jan 15
th

 7:07pm @ Iowa  

 Jan 16
th

 7:05pm @ Quad City  

 Jan 18
th

 7:35pm @ Houston  

 Jan 20
th

 5pm @ San Antonio  

 Jan 25
th

 7:05pm @ Utica Memorial 

Auditorium vs. Binghamton  

 Jan 26
th

 4pm @ Ricoh vs. Quad City  

 

Final Notes  

 Marlie/Leaf Medi a Guides were delivered 

to us  at the  end of November.  We have given 

most  of  them out to the  existing membership at 

the booster table. We have 9 members yet to 

receive their Media Guides , they are waiting for 

you!  

 On December 8
th

 we welco med the 

Binghamton Senators to Ricoh with a 2 -1 OT win 

for us. Along with the team came their "Sens 

Army" booster club.  They came, they chanted & 

they supported! Very good support for them. We 

met some of their members and spent time 

talking with them. Ver y good bunch of people. 

They have welcomed us to Binghamton and 

asked us to give them a message if we ever get 

the chance to go down for a game.  

 

 

 

 

 December was a busy month between 

the Leafs and Marlie offices for player 

movement. Carlo Colaiacovo and B ates Battaglia 

returned on conditioning assignments (Carlo 

since recalled). Jiri Tlusty, Anton Stralman & 

Scott Clemmensen were recalled and still up.  

(Tlusty was assigned then called back up)  

Staffan Kronwall was also returned to  us. Also 

the big news com ing down just before New 

Years, Darryl Boyce has signed an "Entry Level " 

Leafs contract, Congratulations!  

 Simon Gamache was loaned to our 

Canadian Spengler Cup wining roster and played 

an EXCELLENT tourney. Great job Simon!  

 Other Marlie movements include  the 

release of Nathan Perrott who was not getting 

much playing time, re -assignment of Reid 

Cashman (for more playing time), call ups of 

Todd Perry and Todd Ford. We also needed the 

services of Len Parno for the game in Rochester 

as Fordo was unable to mak e the trip in time.  

MURPHY  MITCHELL  LING  

BOYCE  NEWBURY  GAMACHE  

EARL  FOSTER  ONDRUS  

AUBIN  WILLIAMS  BATTAGLIA  

LEVEILLE  

HARRISON  SIFERS  

WALSER  HARRINGTON  

MUIR  ORESKOVIC  

KRONWALL  PERRY  

POGGE  

FORD  
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Ridin ` The Pine:    

 

With Jay Harrison  

 Iõm here with Jay Harrison of the Toronto 

Marlies, Jay when did you first start 

playing hockey?  

 Recreationally I 

started playing as 

early as my 

earliest 

memories. As a 

kid our life 

revolved arou nd 

hockey, and 

hockey really 

shaped my life 

growing up. I 

remember 

Christmase s, having the entire family, 

aunts and uncles, in the basement where 

my brother and I had a hockey room with 

the nets and everything, and having a 

family game. Even on a daily bas is it was 

a regular part of my life. I started actually 

playing structured hockey when I was 

about 5 or 6 years old. Obviously, it felt 

like a life time to get to that 

point. I do have memories; I do 

have recollections of my first 

practice as a member. My first 

practice, specifically, and it 

just went from there.  

 What hockey association did 

you start?  

 I grew up in Whitby and I 

started in the Whitby Minor 

Hockey Association and 

played right up through my 

minor bantam year for Whitby. 

Then from there, when I was 

of major Bantam age, I played 

for the Oshawa Legionaires 

tier II, it was metro junior "A" 

that year.  

 In that Minor hockey setting you grow up 

in, what was your favourite memory?  

 I think I have two very unique memories. 

First, we had the opportunity in Pee Wee 

to play in a tournament in Germany and 

kind of represent Canada, or appear as 

though we were representing Canada. We 

had team Canada jerseys. We played just 

outside Munich in a town called 

Reg ensburg. They actually had an outdoor 

rink with no roof.  There were teams from 

all over Europe there. There was a 

Swedish team , there were a couple 

Russian teams. It was a wild hockey 

tournament to compete against Europe 

players as well, and to see how fortunate 

we were as players. It was a real eye 

opener for us kids coming in our Canada 

jerseys, the best of the best skates and 

sticks, you know, and there were kids on 

the Russian team that are literally tying 

their skates with pantyhose. That was the 

difference, and just to be in that was a 

real grounding exper ience, for sure, but 

always will stick out as an exceptional 

and special time.  I also got to play in the 

Quebec Pee Wee tournament, and we 

were kind  of underdogs, unknown in the 

tournament, and we made it to the semi -

finals, playing at La Colisee and it w as a 

really, really cool experience. We lost to 

the eventual winners of that tournament, 

the Toronto Red Wings, who had the 

loaded team at the time, Mike Cam malle ri, 

in minor 

hockey, those 

guys were 

unstoppable. 

We had the 

only lead on 

them in the 

tourname nt 1 -

0. They beat us 

9-1, but at 

least  we were 

the only team 

who ever had a 

lead on them in 

the 

tournament.  

  



 

Volume 1, Issue 4   www.marliesboosterclub.ca   07/08 January 

 
5 

 Now, you did have a chance to represent 

your country a few times. You played in 

two world juniors. What was that 

experience like?  

 That is an ex perience 

that doesnõt really come 

in  full effect until after 

the fact. You donõt 

really understand the 

significance because 

you are separated and 

isolated from whatõs 

going on in the country 

at the time, and fever 

that country basically 

falls victim to is out of 

control but again youõre 

separated from it 

because camp starts in 

early December and by 

the 17 th  or 18 th  youõre off 

in Europe so youõre 

away and all you get is 

news, and one of the 

coolest things is that 

you always get the 

letters from previous 

play ers wishing you 

luck. So when the 

letters come in from the 

desk of Chris Pronger, 

you know, from the desk 

of Wayne Gretzky, all 

the headers, all these 

big guys wishing you 

guys nothing but the 

best and guys even from 

the year before write 

how they wish the y 

could have one last kick 

of the can, you know, to 

get the gold, and, of 

course, I played at a 

time where we were 

struggling and Canadaõs 

hockey dominance was 

questioned and so much 

pressure to win, and Iõll 

never forget the fever, 

and every time Iõd think 

about Christmas time 

and then youõd see it on 

TV and the commercials 

and then youõd go back, 

itõs really cool. Iõm always reminded of 

memories, too, as I kind of ramble, but the 

memories come back. My roommate and 

òDó partner in my second 

year was Carlo Colaiacovo, 

and we have become good 

friends since then and we 

see each other so regularly. 

Itõs a great experience to 

share and further our 

friendship and build on that, 

itõs a pretty solid foundation. 

 I can see it in your face the 

love you had for that 

to urnament, but you also 

played in the Spengler Cup. 

Thatõs a little bit different 

tournament. Whatõs that 

like?  

 The Spengler Cup is very 

unique. The focus is 

different. The focus isnõt as 

much the importance of 

winning in hockey as the 

business of hockey. T hereõs 

another element that is 

definitely not present in 

junior hockey, and its  family. 

Itõs about bringing together 

Canadian players who are 

playing abroad, bring their 

families together and share 

an experience at a special time of 

year, again over Christ mas, and come 

together with the game that has 

brought us all together, you know, 

share in that joining. Once you get to 

the rink its  all business. Everything is 

hockey, but thereõs a really fine line 

where once the hockey has been 

played thereõs a real transition made 

to family and you can tell if youõve 

ever seen any footage of the dining 

room at the hotel, youõve got dozens 

of kids running around and youõve got 

highchairs and everything and 

everyoneõs priorities are a little bit 

different there in the sen se that 

family definitely comes first, and 

thatõs respected by everyone 

including the people who run it, so it 

was awesome.  
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 Speaking of family, if Iõm right, you had 

the chance to play your last year in 

Brampton with your brother Tyler, right?  

 Yea, that wa s a really cool thing. Iõm 

really glad. It didnõt really click at the 

time how special that was, but now that I 

see how rare it is and what a special thing 

it is, like the Niedermayer brothers. My 

brother and I didnõt get any wins, but at 

least we got to s tay in the same room 

together and on a day -to -day basis. Really 

when you leave to go play junior, I left 

when I was 15 years old, I got separated 

from essentially my best friend, you know, 

we spent every day together, we walked 

to school together and got t o do all these 

things, and all of a sudden I go on to lead 

a different life and heõs at home so to get 

a year of that back. We lived close 

together and we even drove together to 

the rink. Weõd always have dinner 

together, so we always use  to hang out 

toget her.  It felt like we got a year of that 

back that was taken away when I moved 

away.  

 Youõve had a lot of coaches 

through your career. Who had 

the greatest impact on your 

development and how?  

 Stan Butler was my coach in 

Brampton and was the first 

coach I  ever had who was a 

competitive, real -style coach in 

junior, and, believe it or not, he 

was my coach at the National 

Under 18 championships and 

both world juniors, so we saw 

each other on a frequent basis 

and he obviously developed me 

and taught me a lot o f things 

about self evaluation and work 

ethic and things of that nature 

that are required to get to the next level. 

As for the next level, the pro game is 

obviously very different and coaching 

styles are different from juniors whereas 

juniors focus on deve loping players and 

professional hockey is about getting the 

most out of players. Paul Maurice really 

helped me see my potential, really helped 

me to bring that about and the confidence 

that is required to play at the next level, 

and he was a huge contribut or, and a very 

great influence on my career.  

 Speaking of confidence, this year I see a 

big difference in your confidence level and 

it must have been tough last year starting 

with the Leafs, sitting in the press box a 

lot, not playing a lot. What has that done 

to your game this year having the chance 

to play right out of camp?   

 Thatõs a tough transition, like you 

mentioned, and itõs difficult for a lot of 

players that I find go through that, and it 

was a difficult time making 

the transition back to the 

Amer ican League. The games 

are obviously different. Your 

expectations of yourself are 

obviously different. 

Sometimes you may not be 

very accurate, but you 

certainly have expectations of 

yourself and things can get 

skewed, and, before you know 

it, itõs a very easy thing to 

lose confidence, and 

sometimes thereõs nothing 

you can do to get it back but 

just keep trying to get back 

on the horse. Through the 

summer I evaluated where I was in my 

career and what I could do as a player, 

and my accomplishments, and slowly  but 

surely the confidence comes back. 

Starting right away with the Marlies, 

understanding your role and what lies 

ahead of you, and the team that we have, 

and the potential, I think it snowballs from 

there. Confidence builds confidence, and I 

think on a p ersonal level and on a team 

level it continues to grow.  
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 I guess playing on a team thatõs struggling 

takes that away and playing on a team 

thatõs winning just helps to build it. 

 I think when you are playing on a losing 

team little things become big things. 

Again every little thing counts. Itõs a 

terrible mood around the rink because 

weõre not getting results and itõs pretty 

much the exact opposite when 

everythingõs rolling well, as in this year.  

Little things take care of themselves and 

those are the polar opposites of 

professional sports, and some years are 

one way and some years are the other. 

Itõs those losing years that make you 

cherish and work harder to get the good 

years because theyõre that much sweeter.  

 When did you know 

that you would play pro 

ho ckey?  

 I donõt know if I ever 

knew. I just kind of 

knew, you know, like 

thatõs what I want to do 

and I think I can do it. 

Iõm sure I had people 

who said I could, and 

Iõm sure I had people 

who said I couldnõt but 

I really just kind of let 

it take care of it self. I 

think thatõs the biggest 

thing that I find when 

you talk to parents or 

to young coaches who 

are trying to get the 

most out of young 

players. Things really just take care of 

themselves. If the player is good enough 

to play he is going to play regard less of 

what he does when heõs 8, 10 or 12. Iõve 

seen guys at 14, 15 years old start playing 

real hockey and make it to the National 

Hockey League, whereas guys whoõve 

been doing off -ice training since theyõre 

six years old and they canõt do it. I donõt 

kn ow if youõre naµve about it, or whatever, 

youõre just a kid at the start and you just 

want to go and do it, and I was lucky 

enough to have the opportunities and 

given the gifts to get there.  

 

 Whatõs your first memory of turning pro? 

 My first memory of tur ning proéI certainly 

remember signing my first contract. My 

Dad took me up to Bill Watters' office in 

the Air Canada Centre, and it was a really, 

really exciting day and itõs very surreal 

you donõt understand kind of whatõs 

happening. At the start of my ca reer I was 

with the Memphis River Kings. I played 

one game in the Central Hockey League 

because St. Johnõs was too full. They 

didnõt have enough room for me at the 

time, and I played one game and the next 

morning I got called up and joined St. 

Johnõs Maple Leafs in Albany, I played my 

first game which was Nathan Dempseyõs 

500 th  in the American League. They sat 

me beside him in the room and he had a 

profound influence on me, 

a guy who played in the 

minors for a very long 

time, and Iõm kind of 

creeping up the re as well, 

but he made it after 

several years of playing in 

the minors and he was 

always a great leader and 

always worked really hard, 

and the time I spent with 

him he was truly a great 

captain.  

 Talking about that, you 

would have played with 

teammates th at became 

friends in junior or even in 

the AHL and then turned 

around and played against 

them. We watched last night as Jeremy 

Williams and Brett Engelhardt came 

together and Williams went down and 

stayed a little bit, and you could see the 

concern on Enge lhardtõs face, as they are 

friends. Whatõs it like playing against 

someone you become friends with and 

play against them afterwards?  

 Well, you know itõs not that tough. I donõt 

mind playing against friends. If anything, 

it makes you work a little harder b ecause 

you always want to have that competitive 

edge over friends. Business is business 

and you go out there and you do what you 

have to do to get your job done, and 

afterwards you can go and have a beer 


